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SMOKE ALARM MAINTENANCE
Follow these safety tips to ensure that you will have an early 
warning in case of fire:

• Install a smoke alarm outside and  
inside each bedroom or sleeping area 
and on every level of your home.

• Chirping alarms are warnings that the battery is low. Replace batteries 
twice a year, in spring and fall, when clocks are changed for daylight-
saving time. 

• Purchase alarms with a 10-year lithium battery to 
eliminate the need to change the batteries every six 
months. Lithium batteries are more expensive than 
typical 9-volt batteries; however, they are designed to 
last the life of the alarm. However, the alarm battery still 
must be tested once a month.
 
• If you are hearing-impaired, install smoke alarms with 
strobe (flashing) lights. These alarms feature a special, 
high-density light that can wake a sleeping person.
 
• Install smoke alarms with a hush or silence button 
feature for nuisance alarms due to cooking vapors or steam. Rather than 
removing the battery, this feature allows you to silence the unit for 10 to 15 
minutes while you clear the air. Some smoke alarms can be temporarily 
silenced and tested by using a TV remote. 

• Install photoelectric-type smoke alarms, which are the most reliable for 
smoldering fires, which often occur in bedrooms or sitting rooms. 

A smoke alarm is the single most 
valuable life-saving device you 
can have in your home.



HOME FIRE SAFETY CHECKLIST
Use this check list as a guide to identify possible fire safety problems in your 
home. If you check NO to any question, the potential hazard should be 
corrected to reduce your risk and increase your preparedness for fire. 

 YES  NO  □  □ Do you have at least one operable smoke alarm?
  □  □ Do you have at least one operable carbon monoxide alarm? 

 □  □ Are all electrical cords in good condition (not frayed or cracked)? 

 □  □ Are all electrical cords in the open, not run under rugs or through doorways? 

 □  □ Are space heaters placed at least three feet from combustibles? 

 □  □ Are space heaters plugged directly into wall sockets and  
               not into extension cords? 
  □  □ Is your apartment door fireproof and self-closing?
  □  □ Is your fire escape window clear and unobstructed? 

 □  □ If you have a security gate, is it FDNY approved? 

 □  □ Can all windows be opened easily from the inside? 

 □  □ Are building stairways free of storage and rubbish? 

 □  □ Are stairway fire doors fireproof, self-closing, and kept closed? 

 □  □ Are exit lights in the stairway in good working order? 

 □  □ Do you have operable flashlights handy? 

 □  □ Do you have a fire escape plan?  

Immediately correct problems or hazards that are within your control or responsibility. 
Notify the building owner of all other problems. If necessary, you may file a complaint by 
calling the New York City Fire Department at 718-999-2541 or 311.
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For more fire safety information contact  
the Fire Safety Education Unit at 718-281-3870




